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 behaviour and attitudes 

 personal development 

 leadership and management. 

When applicable, inspectors will also make a graded judgement on the effectiveness 
of the early years or sixth-form provision in the school. 

Until September 2024, graded inspections of schools included an overall 
effectiveness grade, in addition to the above key judgements, and any provision 
judgements. Overall effectiveness grades given before September 2024 will continue 
to be visible on school inspection reports and on Ofsted’s website. From September 
2024, graded inspections will not include an overall effectiveness grade.  

Inspectors use the following four-point scale to make all judgements: 

 outstanding  

 good  

 requires improvement 

 inadequate.  

The school must take all reasonable steps to make sure that parents of pupils at the 
school receive a copy of the inspection report. 

What happens if Ofsted judges any of a school’s key 
judgements to be inadequate, and/or safeguarding is 
judged to be ineffective? 

If inspectors judge any of the key judgements to be inadequate, and/or safeguarding 
is judged to be ineffective, it will be placed in one of the following 2 categories of 
concern. 

 special measures – this means the school is both: 

 failing to provide its pupils with an acceptable standard of education 

 not showing the capacity to make the improvements needed. 

 serious weaknesses – this means that the school’s performance requires 
significant improvement but meets only one, or neither, of the conditions for 
special measures. A school with serious weaknesses will have one or more 
of the key judgements graded inadequate, and/or safeguarding judged to 
be ineffective, and/or have important weaknesses in the provision for pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  

A maintained school or pupil referral unit placed in a category of concern will be 
issued with an academy order by the Secretary of State for Education, to require it to 
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become a new sponsored academy or an alternative provision sponsored academy.2 
Inspectors will not normally monitor the school unless there are concerns or there is 
a delay in the school becoming a sponsored academy.  

For academies, maintained nursery schools and non-maintained special schools that 
are placed in a category of concern, inspectors will visit these schools to check on 
their progress until they can be removed from the category (unless, for academies, 
they are re-brokered with a new sponsor to become a new sponsored academy). 
Ofsted will normally re-inspect these schools within 2.5 years of the publication of 
the inspection report that placed them in a category of concern. 

How much notice do you give to a school before you 
inspect? 

Most schools receive notice of their graded or ungraded inspection after 9:30am on a 
Monday morning. Schools may be notified of an urgent or monitoring inspection on 
any day. If a school has been notified of an inspection that is subsequently deferred, 
we can notify that school of the new inspection date on any day of the week. If a 
school is open in a week that includes a bank holiday, we may notify the school on 
the Tuesday of that week. 
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What happens if I have concerns about the inspection?  

Complaints are rare, but we treat them very seriously. You can find out more about 
our complaints procedure on our website




